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Introduction: The Need to Increase Student Achievement

A critical factor in any s t a ecernomicsuccesss an
effective, educated workforce The workplace
environment has become one of perpetual change
where workers must be lifelong learnersto cope with
technological advances and a hypercompetitive
marketplace Expertsestimate that by 2018 at least
65 percent of all jobs will require some type of
postsecondaryducationor training.

Thereis great concernamong parents, educatorsand
politiciansabout whether our studentsare sufficiently
prepared for current and future learning experiences
and to compete in the global economy Many ask,
“ H oawe Virginiastudentsd o i ng ? ”
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Introduction: Assessinguccess

VLDSmergesdata from a number of agenciesto allow researchersto
gleaninsightsthat simply were not availablepreviously The data can
help identify successfutrends and innovationsas well as areasof need
Beforewe canmoveforward, however,we needto understandwhere we
are,whatisworkingwell,andwhati s .nSo,bne of the first questionswe
wantedto addresswvasstudentachievement

INSIGHPOWEREBYVLDS:

What factors affect student success
In school and in the workplace?
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Factors in Student Success: Diplomas

We examined VLDS data to see whether or not there was a correlation between
the types of diplomas high school graduates earned and whether they were
more likely to enroll in, succeed and graduate from college.

Advanced Diploma Requirements Standard Diploma Requirements OMMONWEALTH COMMONWEALTHT

English 4 credits
Mathematics 4 credits
Lab Science 4 credits

History & Social Sciences 4 credits
Foreign Languages 4 credits

. . JF VIRGINIA OF VIRGINIA
English 4 cred!ts (}\dvanced Standard
Mathematics 3 credits Diploma Diploma

Lab Science 3 credits - —
as completed all has completed ajy

History & Social Science 3 credits h
Foreign Languages 0 credits

courses and courses ang

rl:qui.-crm-cl“‘j requirements

INSIGHPOWERED BY VLDS:
DOE®DIPLOMA TYPE MATPER The answer was a resoundii@S!
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Factors in Student Success: Diploma Types Matter

WHY YOUR VIRGINIA DIPLOMA TYPE MATTERS

96,184 STUDENTS

ADVANCED
STANDARD DS

078 11 34 435 385

out of 10 out of 10 outof 10 out af 10 ot of 10
Shedents who eamed Students who Studentz tudents Students whe
acredential or stayed directly earolled mnza :aminEal diretly enrolled

in ;ulﬁe in cal Standard Diploma Advanced Digloma in calle

(Epring 221 (Fall 20 (Gpring 20083 (Spring 200€) [Fall 2002

Zo what dees this mean? Experts predict that by 20010, of least €7 percent of oll jon in Vorpinia will require same type of cellege eduartion artnining after high sshael (Daraeuale, Smith, E Zirohl 2003,

college saccess? Thiz research!, saansored by the Yorginia Depariment of Edueation and made peasiale by VLOZ, shaws thut fe osarnen studends take in high achaol make & ilizreace
ad camaleie collepe. Graduates whe mamed Virpinia @ fwa main dinlomaz, the Handard and Edwnced Zhadie, on , had different callsge carfrores. Foar pears after
e diploma samer bad earned o collsge degree or mave shil envalled, compared to anly 27% of Standard diplera ssrers. In Vinginis, taking sourses requinsd in the
wirang signal that atudents are grenared far callegs and ather tnining after high schael. s most apee, the stadand diploma meets misinan requirenent: for dnizion

alleges and u
| Joman, DL, E-Barland, MW, CI014). Rk sehaal pradiuales fair pour iage nrahinan!, pevaifencs, and canahfiad Repart prepaned fior Winginis Deparbmest of Edueation asé CT Cosnsct. Rvsilable o
by vising Syl o COR-May20M.

2 credential or stayed
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VLDS —
Factors in Student Success: Virginia Initiatives

Oncewe learned about diploma types, the next natural question became,
“ A there Initiativesin Virginiathat havehada positiveimpactons t udent s ?

There are a number of initiatives and studiesin Virginiaaimed at helping
studentsincreasetheir achievementsand enhancetheir eligibility for higher
education One of these was a unique program that paired students with
mentors Did the program help? Again,we looked to the VLDSdata for
answers

INSIGHPOWERED BY VLDS:

CAN COACHING ANIENTORING
MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
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Factors in Student Success: Career Coach Program

Virginialaunchedthe CareerCoachProgramin 2005 to help students define
their career goals and the paths necessaryto achievingtheir goals A key
objective of the programwas to increasethe numbersof studentswho enter

andsucceedn postsecondaryeducation

What did students think

130 Career Coaches
n about the program?

Did they think it was
helpful?

Did they feel having a
career plan was useful”

, 4
- = -
/ W | = Are there specific ways
S the career plan
2,753 Completed 3,189 Written Career Plans 4,555 Students influences career
Surveys on the Value of decisions?

Written Career Plans
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Factors in Student Success: Career Coach Program

What Students Thought: How Coaches Help

Student Survey Results

My Career Coach Helped Me To...

How Coaches Help for Planning and College

Start Planning Earlier

Make Choices about Courses and Education

Set More Future Goals

Learn More about Community or Technical Colleges
Learn More About Other Options

Learn More About Financial Aid, FAPSA

Learn About Honors, Grants or Scholarships

My Career Coach Helped Me To...

Apply to College

Choose an Interest Area or Major for College

0 0 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
Percentage of Students Endorsing

How Coaches Help Related to Careers and Jobs

Learn About Possible Careers

Learn About Preparing for a Career

Become More Aware of a Particular Career

Understand Options Within Careers
(ain Conficlence About the Future
Make an Informed Decision

Become More Aware of Job Opportunities

Search for Jobs and Possible Contacts

(Create a Resume

Apply for Jobs

Learn About Internships and Apprenticeships

Percentageof Students Endorsing
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Factors in Student Success: Career Coach Program

What StudentsThought StudentsRateCoachesndthe Program

Student Participants 46% seniors, Remaining 54% evenly divided among freshmen,
sophomoresandjuniors. 40%couldbe considered’ f igresnte r at |
prospectivecollegestudents(neither parentattendedcollege)

Rating Coaches
_ Average Rating Between good and excellent.
Coach Rating: Scores Based OResponsiveness to Questions, Assistance with
B to A+ the Career Plan, Knowledge of Career Information, Interest in
Student Needs, and Availability.

STUDENTEEDBACRN PROGRAMMPACT FERCENDEIFOSE
SURVEYED

Nearly all students indicated some change regarding college, career or job 94
Students were more likely to attend a community college 48
Students were more likely to attend a fowyear school 46
Students were more likely to have a career that matches student goals 42
hT K2aS ¢6K2 O2YLX SGSR | gNAGGSY OF NBS

Viewed the program as valuable 88

Rated the program as either very valuable or extremely valuable 61
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Factors in Student Success: Career Cdadgram

0 N WHAT WAYS HAS YOUR CAREERPLAN BEENHELPFUIOR VALUABLETO YOU? 6

IDENTIFIESIFEAMBITIONS TO PREPAREFOR THEFUTURE
It helped me figure out what | was going to do, what | would benefit from it, and what | would need to
accomplish to get where | need to be.

TRANSLATES.IFEPLANSINTO SPECIFICGOALS
It helped me see what | have to do and it also shows me the pace at which | have to do these things.

ENHANCES CONFIDENCE
Helped me see a picture of what my future would look like and give me confidence in  that.

EXPANDS AWARENESSOF AVAILABLE CAREEROPTIONS
It helped me learn about possible opportunities and jobs, along w/possible careers in my field of study.

LEADS TO VALUABLEINFORMATION

Hel ped outline what is in demand and what isnot.

NARROWSCAREERINTERESTSND ADDS FOCUS
It helped me narrow down what | would like to do for a career and what classes | should take.

CLARIFIESNECESSARYSTEPS
It has helped me decide exactly what career | want and what | need to do to get that career.

REVEALSPOSITIVEAND NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCESOF HIGH SCHOOL CHOICES.
It helped me realize that college is just around the corner and that the decisions | make as of now can
either broaden or slim my chances of colleges.

EXPANDS INFORMATION ABOUT MAJORS AND SHOWSREQUIREDCOLLEGECLASSES
It has helped me to discover which colleges and careers are more realistic in my own life.
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Factors in Student Success: Career and Technical Education (CTE) Program
Each year, nearly half of Virginia’s
which assists them in developing workplace readiness and indspawific skills.

Does participation in
CTE programs affect
students’ college
experiencesand
beyond? The plan leads to an
industry-recognized
credential or certificate at
Virginia Career and the college level, or an

Relevant work-
based learning
opportunities

oo Technical Education (CTE)  asseciate or bachelor's
leadership

N ) degree.
It’s not your parents

Vocational Education Program

CTE programs are designed to
prepare students to reach their
career goals in business and industry.
The program is not the same as
Vocational Education programs in
years past. Virginia’s CTE program is
an additional credential high school
students can earn to help them
beyond their school years.

development

Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources
Education & Training

Business Management & Administration
Government & Public Administration

Health Science Hospitality & Tourism

Human Services Information Technology

Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security Marketing

Transportation, Distribution & Logistics Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics
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Factors in Student Success: Career and Technical Education (CTE) Prog\

We were interested in discoveringwhat impact the CTEprogramhadons t u d edlldges ’
experiencesand earningspotential. Perhapsthe most striking differencethat we observed
during our study was the edge that CTEcompletershad regardlessof the diploma type.
CombiningCTEcompletionwith an AdvancedStudiesdiploma,for example gavestudentsthe
most significantadvantageover anyother diplomaor combinationof credentials

KEYFINDINGSFROMTHE2008 AND 2009 GRADUATINGLASSES

By the end of the 5-year study period, approximately 57 percent of CTEcompleters
and 64 percent of students not enrolled in the program had earned college
credentials .

If a student left college before graduating, CTEcompleters had higher average wages
than other students, regardless of the types of high school diplomas they earned .

The difference in wages was apparent even as soon as three months
after graduation from college!

WAGESHREBMONTHRAFTEREOLLEGERADAUTIOBYHIGHSCHOODIPLOMATYPE

Non Participant Standard  Non Participant Advanced CTEStandard CTEAdvanced
$5,716 $6,855 $5,648 $7,275

Y Among  students who graduated college with a Ba c h e | degre@,s CTE completers
who earned Advanced = Studies diplomas in high school had the highest average
quarterly wages .
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Factors in Student Success: Career and Technical Education (CTE) Progi

Sincefinding that studentswho earnedan AdvancedStudiesdiplomawere more likely to
enroll in collegeand to continue on to graduation,we wonderedif alsocompletingthe
CTEprogram provided additional benefits VLDSdata was a perfect resource to
determine what benefits might accrueto these students as they move from K-12 to
collegeandinto the workplace

INSIGHPOWERED BY VLDS:

Does combining an Advanced Studies diploma with
CTEcertification give students an edge?

Researchergxaminedthe wage earningsof the AdvancedStudiesstudentsafter college
graduation Theyfound that in the graduating classof 2008 studentswho graduatedhigh
schoolwith AdvancedStudiesdiplomasand CTEcertification earned nearly $2,000 by the
endof the first quarter after collegegraduation
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Conclusion

Innovation in educationalprogramsand processescan translate to increased
studentachievement More rigorousprogramswhen combinedwith mentoring
and practicalexperienceare associatedwith a greater likelihood of enrollingin

college earninga degreeandincreasecdearningspotential.

As more agenciesjoin the VLDSpartnership and contribute their data, even
greater insightswill be availableto researchers Theseinsightsnot only will
allow more in depth evaluation of programsand processesput will facilitate
conversationsabout how best to servethe needsof studentsand citizensin
Virginia
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